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AGM 2010

Voluntary Action Broxtowe held its AGM on Friday
24" September at the Methodist church hall in
Beeston.

The event was well attended by volunteers and
community groups and organisations from across th
Borough as well as representatives from a number o
the organisations who fund us. Linda Button, Chief
Officer, welcomed everyone to the meeting and
introduced Thai dancers who had come to entertain
us with a welcome dance. Celia Berry, Chair of
Voluntary Action Broxtowe, then gave her annual
report. This was followed by Bill Ainsworth who gave
0KS ¢NBI &adz2NBENDA
accounts.

Appointments of officers and Trustees followed with
Celia Berry being returned as Chair, Bill Ainsworth
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Thirty Three volunteers from Fifteen different
countries have been supported by the project during
the last year. The project provides training
YrBgrahdiNds & agbist Wik EnglkiSlangudgé skllistand
job skills training to enable our volunteers to gain
maximum benefit from their volunteering and

achieve their aim of securing paid employment.
Currently sever of the volunteers from the first year

returned as Treasurer and Joan Hawkins appointed asare now engaged in voluntary work, five have found

our new ViceChair. Hannah Wharton continues as
Trustee, but Elaine Abrahamson and Jo Murphy had

both decided to step down this year after each serving

over six years on the Trustee Board. Thanks were

part time work, one has found full time employment
and one has entered higher education.

The project has close links with New College

given to them both for their hard work and dedication Nottingham CELTA Centre. Newly qualified ESOL
to our organisation during that time. Jo was presented teachers from the college have run additional

with a basket of flowers by Celia Berry and flowers
were sent to Elaine who was unable to attend due to
ill-health. The following new Trustees were also
appointed by the membership: Julie Potts, Kiyoko
Naish and Dawn Wale.

The membership also voted for Community
Accounting Plus to continue in their role as our

sessions for us which give them the practice hours
they need to gain experience. Three teachers
worked with the project in this way last year and we
were pleased to hear that they have all since gained
employment. The future of the Inclusive Community
Project has just been secured by a grant from the Big
Lottery, which will fund this work for the next five
years, enabling us to help many more volunteers

Accountants. Our very successful Inclusive Communitywho are struggling to integrate into the community

Project which was originally funded by the European
Social Fund, was then shaased with a presentation

GKAOK Aa y2¢6 GKSANI K2YSo
was followed by another graceful dance from the

by Kanchana Minson. Kanchana manages the project,Thai dancers after which everyone enjoyed

which is making such a difference to our volunteers
whose first language is not English.
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refreshments and some social time together before
the close of the AGM.
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Funders Visits: Big Lottery Fund and ITT Itd

Voluntary Action Broxtowe had a busy
September when the Centre was asked to host
visits from two of its funders.

ITT are a business which has funded our
reprographics development and currently part
funds our Information and Training €0
2NRAYIFG2NRa LRadod

During the visit they toured our offices, meeting
staff and volunteers, and were able to see the

difference their donations over the past two Staff ith Anna Soubry and epresentatives from the big lottery fund.

years has made to our organisation. funded by the Lottery, Kanchana Minson. who
manages the Inclusive Community Project, and

They said they were very impressed and Deborah Hill who is the new Active Community

surprised that so much happened in such a smallCoordinator for Eastwood.

building and they hoped to continue their

successful relationship with us. The visit went extremely well and afterwards we
were asked if the Lottery could use Voluntary

_ _ Action Broxtowe as a case study.
Also during September we received a phone call

from the Big Lottery to say Anna Soubry MP had Anna was keen to return to visit us again and has
expressed an interest in visiting some lottery since visited the centre to find out more about
funded projects in her constituency and could we

other areas of our work and the voluntary and

host a visit. . . .
community sector in her area, and how cuts in

We were delighted to be chosen to meet her and funding could affect their work.
Mick McGrath, the Chief Executive of the

Lottery, and Andrew Reagan, the Regional

Manager. The visit went well with Anna meeting

staff and volunteers before spending time with

our Chief Officer Linda Button, our Treasurer Bill

Ainsworth, the ceordinators of the projects

Step Forward Project

Hi- my name iDeborah Hilland | have recently Listening skills
taken up a new role in the Eastwood area running the Preemployment
Step Forward Project. course

Healthy Eating and
Fitness courses and
The Step Forward Projecs designed to help people  Sustainability courses
take the first step into employment, training and LOTTERY FUNDED

volunteering. We are developing a wide range of All courses are free of
courses which will include charge and based in the Eastwood area. Anyone who
Assertiveness

is unemployed and looking to return to work and is
over 16 years old can access the training. For
information on the courses please contact Deborah
Hill on 1773 535255 ateborahh@vch.org.uk
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Confidence building
Job search and work skills
Communication skills




IMPORTANT: Changes to County Council Funding

As you may or may not be aware the County Council There are a number of ways that you can submit your
is currently consulting on a large number of changes views to the consultation. You can complete an online
with regards to its budget in the coming years. form atwww.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/home/
newshome/servicereviewsr alternately can call the
Customer Service Centre on 08449 808080. You can
also write to Freepost RLURXIETZZ,
Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West
Bridgford, Nottinghamshire, NG2 7QP.

One area that is likely to heavily affect the groups in
Broxtowe is a proposed 66% cut to Adult Health and
Social Care, an area of funding which includes the
Grant Aid received by organisations in Broxtowe.

The Adu-lt Health and Social Care budget is _ There is also an online petition protesting against the
undergoing a longer than usual 4&ek consultation cuts located atttp://www.gopetition.com/

period which began on 210ctober. This will end on  petition/40188.htm!
13" January 2011.

Easy funder

- = custom by people who are signed up to the
ea sy fu nd ra ISI ng service, resulting in between 1% and 5% on the
.org.uk sale price being donated to a charity of their
choice.This is completely free to use and does
not cost the customer anything.
Voluntary Action Broxtowe has recently signed up

with easy funder. This service taps into small If you would be interested in helping us you can
donations which many online retailers are willing sign up to support us with the serviceldtp://
to make to charitable organisations. www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/vab

These donations are received on the basis of

Season of Lights
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Chinese Moon Festival, 753
Saturday 27th November Japanese festival
2.30¢ 5.00pm at the Chilwell Road . Information and Displays
Methodist Church, Beeston
Lots of FREE activities for all!
All activities start at 2.30 pm.
. Make a Chinese Lantern and join in the Switch Children must be accompanied.
on of Lights in Beeston Square

. Watch the Indian stick dance There will be performances throughout the event.
. Listen to the Hope choir
. Try relaxing hand massage This event has been organised by Broxtowe Community
e  Watch traditional Thai dance Celebration Group.
. Sample a taste of different foods!
. Find out about Seasonal celebrations like

Diwali, Advent, Hanukkah, Eidkitr and
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The Office for National Statistics (ONS) has Working within the local community, census recruits
launched a national recruitment campaign to fill will engage with a wide range of people and

35,000 jobs across England and Wales. A range of organisations. They will provide important help and
full and parttime temporary positions are available support to make sure everyone in the area can

to help carry out the next census which will take complete and return their census questionnaire.
place on 2% March 2011.

ONS Census Director Glen Watson said:
Full application details are available via G¢KS OSyadza Aa y2ai 2dzad o
www.censusjobs.co.u&nd also at local job and information it provides is needed to plan vital services
community centres. like schools, hospitals, housing, roads and emergency
ASNIAOSE pe

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO WORK Qg
EXCITING DIGITAL OUTREACH
PROJECT

CSV Action at the BBC are

looking for volunteers to

help spread the message

about the Switchover Help

scheme. This scheme help

people make the switch to

digital TV if they are over 7=

on certain allowances, have

lived in a care home for over

six months, or are blind or

partially sighted. _

We need volunteers in D
Nottinghamshire to distribute leaflets in
specified areas from November onwards.

Free training from Digital Outreach is provided.
Travel expenses will be paid and hours are
flexible- work when you can.

Be part of the Digital Switchover, the biggest
change in broadcasting since colour TV!
Email:dimple.patel@bbc.co.ulor call 0116 201
6644 if

interested.
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Funding
Opportunities

The Lady Hind Trust

C/o Eversheds

I, Royal Standard Place

Nottingham

NG1 6FZ

This Trust makes mainly omdf grants and has a
preference for supporting health and disabititgiated
charities. The Trustees meet in March, June, Septem

and December. They only accept applications by lettd

Unsuccessful applicants are not notified.

The Jessie Spencer Trustalso managed by Evershed
Application is also by letter to the above address but
you will need to enclose your latest set of audited
accounts with your application letter. This Trust will

fund accommodation costs for projects involved in thd

arts, education, the environment, disability and welfa
of vulnerable people.

These two Trusts are entirely separate and have
different Trustees so you may apply to both.

Voluntary Action Broxtowe

_The New Appeals Organisation

Assists groups in the City and County of
Nottinghamshire .

The Trust has a preference for groups working
older people, children and those with disabilities
Application is by letter. Send your letter to:

Mr P Everett

$, Rise Court
Hamilton Road,
Sherwood Rise
Nottingham
NG5 1EU

LT &2dz ¢2dzf R tA1S G2 I L
would like help with an application, please contact u
at Voluntary Action Broxtowe to use a computer in
our resource room and access help from a member
staff with your application. You will need to book as
demand for the room is high and it is not always
available at short notice now we are busier, but we
will be pleased to provide you with any help you ne¢
with this or other applications.

We will also show you how you can search for new

funders using Funder Finder.
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